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TATTOO PARLOUR — HIGH WYCOMBE 

Statement by Member for Forrestfield 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.54 pm]: I rise on a matter of deep concern for my electorate and one 

which I personally feel very worried about. A few weeks ago I started to receive calls from local residents in 

High Wycombe about whether I had heard reports that a tattoo parlour is opening in the suburb. How members 

feel about tattoo parlours and tattoos is a personal matter and varies across the community. The concern that was 

raised with me and the concern that I share is that this tattoo parlour is opening across the road from the High 

Wycombe Primary School. After making inquiries, I have discovered that anyone seems to be free to open such 

a premise without any oversight of the local authorities. Indeed, my inquiries to local government representatives 

indicated that they were entirely unaware of the shop opening. That is not surprising as a legal business is 

proposing to open in a premise that is appropriately retail zoned. I make no criticism of the shire for this. It does, 

however, highlight a need for the community to have a say in what is dumped in their neighbourhoods. Surely 

the local residents, the parents of the six and seven-year-olds who will need to explain to their kids what the shop 

is for, deserve a say. I believe that the residents are right in worrying about the kind of influence this shop will 

have on the area. I believe they are right in worrying about the associations that are often linked with such a 

premise. I believe the residents are right in saying that this is simply not the sort of business that should be 

operating within 100 metres of a primary school. 

I believe that this is a matter that local government needs to get on top of. I think it has the capacity to define the 

nature of what businesses can operate in particular vicinities. Now is the time to act.  

 


